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The exhibition wishes to offer a broad
perspective on the notion of 'arena,
which draws its meaning from folklore,
myths, costumes, and rituals that are
deeply rooted in human culture. The
works carry memories, associations, and
influences from the surrounding world,
and at the same time create territories of
their own, challenging and undermining
our assumptions on the world.

Arena is the scene of the action, where
sporting or entertainment events take place
(e.g., 'boxing arena’ and ’circus arena’),
and the particular sphere of activity or
influence (e.g. 'political arena, 'business
arena, and'diplomatic arena’), which often
involves a struggle or a conflict. The works
in this exhibition gather the components
of identity in the Israeli existence, one
that walks the line between the global
and the local, East and West, the desire
to turn inwards and internalize and the
desire to unleash and stand out, the desire
to take root and the impulse to continue
roaming, the wish to feel belonging and
a deep sense of alienation, between the
violent battlefield and the field of game
and pleasure. All these comprise the central
arena, the Israeli arena, the arena of our life.
In their works, the artists examine the fluid
lines between the historical, the geographic,
the cultural, the urban, and the intimate,
and the meaning of the separation between
these arenas, which brought together,
present a complexity of vastly disparate,
yet independently cohesive, perspectives.

Since the days of the Olympic games
in ancient Greece, the sports arena
was perceived as a bastion of human
strength. The athlete, gladiator, and
poet who took part in this prestigious
competition, have become a symbol
of dedication, perseverance, physical
exertion, and extraordinary human talent.
Professional sports have come to be seen
as a rigid patriarchal masculine stronghold,
and super-athletes achieve fame and
adoration, as well as a particularly high
socioeconomic status. Researchers suggest
that radical sports fandom is a substitute
for the frameworks of identification and
meaningful mainstays in the individual's
life, like religion or nationality, which lost
their dominance over the last century. The
works of Yafit Ido, Daniel Kiczales, and
Tal Golani address the sports arena as a
fascinating, powerful, intimate and at the
same time pan-cultural event.

Arena

The arena as the scene of the action
is dynamic and unpredictable, defying
physical spatial and temporal borders.
Alon Kedem and Ayala Landow view
the borders of the arena as a significant
part of it. Although it is defined by its
borders, the arena will always try to
transgress, expand, and go around them,
be they physical-geographic borders,
mental borders, cultural borders, religious
borders, or sociological borders, whether
the arena facilitates expression or limits
and hinders freedom.

Arena as a field of interest or activity
starts out as a familiar and defined space,
an accumulation of knowledge and data,
and over time - as these spheres develop -
expands its boundaries and breaks through
in unexpected directions. Matan Ben Tolila
engages with the cultural spiritual arena,
Michal Ben Jakob and Yafit Ido with the
historical-political arena, Merav Sudaey
and Maya Smira - with the feminine
arena, and Olaf Kiihnemann addresses the
urban arena.

Artists: Michal Ben Jakob, Matan Ben Tolila, Tal Golani, Yafit Ido,
Alon Kedem, Daniel Kiczales, Olaf Kiihnemann, Ayala Landow,

Maya Smira, Merav Sudaey

Curator: Carmit Blumensohn
Mounting: Jacques Fima

December 2016 — February 2017
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Measurements are given in centimeters, height x width

The photos of the artworks are courtesy of the artists and Yair Hovav
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